Colonel George S. Patton and
The 22nd Virginia Infantry Regimeny

By Stan Cohen

George S. Patton, a resident of Charleston, West Vir-
ginia,(‘ gc!?::t: the o%ltbrcak of the War Between the States, was one
of the most colorful figures of that war and his grandson, General
George S. Patton, Jr., of World War II fame, carried on the military
tradition of the Patton family.

Colonel Patton, who sided with his native Virginia at the out-
break of the conflict, participated in numerous battle.s in Virginia
and West Virginia and fell mortally wounded while leading his troops
at the battle of Winchester in September, 1864. Patton’s com-
manders in the field had high respect for him both in military and
personal character and if he had lived out the war he probably would
have been a leader in the reconstruction of the South.

The Kanawha Riflemen

Patton came to Charleston in 1856 from Richmond to engage
in the practice of law, part of the time being associated with Mr.
Thomas Broun. Patton was a man of ability, good looks, and social
attainments, as well as a man of honor and high courage.” He had
graduated from the Virginia Military Institute in 1852 and when he
came to Charleston, he formed a military company similar to the
well-known Richmond Light Infantry Blues. The company was first
called the Kanawha Minutemen, but in 1859 the name was changed
to the Kanawha Riflemen. The young aristocrats and men of high
standing in the city flocked to join this company and its bright
uniforms and sharp drill were well-known throughout the area. It
was said that the Kanawha Riflemen was the best drilled company

in the entire Confederate Army, and this was du :
superb military training given by Patton. ¢ mainly to the

The company was organized in 1856 and was i i
1858 and 1861. When V?fginia joined the Confedczg;g?::l z::'nr;ln
l‘ .::'plm 'lhcl l't:ﬂ:mc; b_ecamc (;,n May 8th, Company H of the 22n¢i

@ Infantry Regiment. Patton later rose t mander
s e 0 com of the

When the war brok 4% i .
R o ar broke out, the Riflemen issued the following

We. the Kanawha Riflemen, hereby declare it t fixed
Ppons mever 10 wse arms against the state of Vlrdui:.:guh
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Fim Grove, former home of Colonel Patton now located at 1316 Lee

street, Charleston.
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“mmhngmm.mamw_
apulnNoyeu Rand of Charleston said o;';“"m. plated

He was as accomplished and as hands e
as brave as Chevalier Bayard. Graduate &m: ifw‘fm 1d and
martinet in discipline and had the marked bearing of the o at
gentleman’s soldier, and of the most pleasant personality and .

Captain Rand said of the Riflemen:*

In the grand old state of Virginia there we P

drills were frequent and well attended. It attracteile !{;; &k&m The

gon as to efficiency and fine appearance that it was invited t‘:’? ta-

in Virginia an¢ neighboring states. The company was armed wﬁ;u's
Neiss Rifle, with bayonet, cartridge box and scabbard. It a

gsted of about one hundred men, including a brass band. con-

ization of the Kanawha Riflemen, taken from the plaque

~ected by the United Daughters of the Confederacy to thei
;n the Kanawha Boulevard in Charleston, follows:fy 0 he memory

Commissioned Officers:
First Organization 1856
Captain George S. Patton 2nd. Lieut. Nicholas Fitzhugh
ist. Licut. Andrew Moore ird. Lieut. Henry Daniel Ruffner
Second Organization 1858
Captain David L. Ruffner 2nd. Lieut. Gay Carr
t¢¢ Lieut Richard Q. Laidley 3rd. Lieut. John P. Donaldson
Third Organization 1861

Captain Richard Q. Laidley 2nd. Lieut. Henry W. Rand
ist. Lieut. John P. Donaldson 3rd. Lieut. Alanson Arnold

Non-commissioned Officers and Privates—1858
Arsold E. S Cox, Frank
Barice. Norman Cushman, William
Bame, Charles DeGruyter, M. F.
Borweil, Martin Doddridge, J. E., Jr.
Beadiord, Henryt Doddridge, Philip
Beode . T. Fry, James H., Jr.
Beocks W B, Grant, Thomas T.
Beous, Jo. M. Hale, John P.
Besns, Thomas L. Hansford, Carroll M.
Sews, J. Alllens Hare, Ro
Cadell, M Clay Hopkins, J.
Caubwel Willam Lewis, James F
Caer bols O Lewis, Joel 5.
Cars, Guy Lewis, John
" Nutitrs o McClelland, D.
Clatonn,. A ' :‘ﬁ“w'lch

<
Cane ﬁ....q Archibald
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il Snyder, W. B,
Noyes, Wi Spessard, Jacob
wk:' 3&"?«'& Summers, George W, Jr.
Pu:‘ric'k.hr'. AN Summers, William S,
Patriek, Tohn Q:mnn. '.l‘%hn S, .
warrier, Joel 8, ?1 ann, omaaT 5
wrrier, Monroe eays, Sloph(gu i
warrier, William A, Thompson, Cameron L,
and, Noyes Thompson, Thornton
Read, Fred N, Turner, Bolﬂanlln F.
Reynolds, Fenton M. V\{alla. Richard
Revnolds, William Watkins, Joseph F,
Roberts, Thomas Wehrle, Meinhart}
Ruby, Hdward Welch, George
Ruby, John C, Welch, Levi
Ruffner, Andrew Wilson, Henry
Ruffaer, Daniel Wilson, W. A,
Ruffner, David Armstead, William—colored cook.

+ Killed in the war,
* Did not enter Confederate Army in 1861,

Colonel Patton in Charleston

ln 1858, Patton bought Elm Grove, an old house built in 1834,
which stood in the vicinity of present Dunbar Street and the Kanawha
Valley tal. The house was moved in 1906 to its present
location—1316 Lee Street. He settled in Elm Grove with h?s wife
until he entered the Confederate Army in 1861, There also was

In the summer of 1861, Colonel Patton was taken in by Pryce
m.uwmﬁm as an ish nobleman. He had been
sont 1o the Kanawha Mwmhmdd&lm
States Secret Service, to determine the Confederate strength in the
Valley. The mmm»nﬂmmx&
Alans was o commander, Colonel Patton, who was
Mationed at that time at Camp Tompkins. Lewis deceived Patton |
buuhmuaquumm |
~ot o8 up 10 Charkeston and there he was refused a pass
M. Wise 10 proceed to White Sulpbur Springs. The |
hnh”dhm.u-h:' N
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SCARY, Putnam County, was the scene of the first battle in the Kanawha
Valley in the Civil War, when Ohio troops were repulsed by Confederates
under George S. Patton, grandfather of General George S. Patton of World
War IL. Courtesy of Charleston Gazette, Reprint from July 19, 1953 issue.

him to go on to the east without a pass. Lewis, realizing that General
Wise was suspicious of him, left Charleston and went down to
Logan and then made his way back to Ohio where he reported his
findings to the Union generals.*

At the start of the war, Governor John Letcher of Virginia
commissioned Henry A. Wise, Colonel John McCausland, apd
Colonel €. Q. Tompkins to raise, in the Kanawha Valley and adja-

cent regions, independent troops to fight for the (‘onfem
Colonel Tompkins raised a considerable force which afte

AR Piharton, The Spy of the Rebollion (New York, 1883), 21028
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the 22nd Virginia Infantry Regiment, which was later
comm:nded by Colonel Patton.

Battle of Scary Creek

but notable battle in which Colonel Patton took part

also Scarey) Creek, Putnam County, West
3‘:,‘3,‘,',‘,‘.:} f,".’,“;'ﬁ;f flg‘,:al%%(l. This was the first battle on the Kanawha

River and was a battle of blunders due to inexperience on both sides.

Wise was the commander of the Confederate
fgmf ?::crt;le I-l?:rgwha Valley and he led 2,600 men down the
Kanawha River to Charleston several days before the battle. His
forces camped at the Littlepage farm on Kanawha Two Mile in
Charleston. General Jacob Cox of Ohio was commander of the
Union forces in the area and he led a few thousand troops up the
Kanawha River by boat from Point Pleasant to Red House.

A few days before the battle, Colonel Patton commanded 900
men stationed at the mouth of Coal River. Patton had been ordered
by General Wise to retire gradually from Scary Creek, below Coal
River, to Coal Mountain and the passes across Coal River, concen-
trating his forces finally at Bunker Hill on Upton Creek, on the left

bank of the Kanawha.

On July 17, Colonel Norton of the 21st Ohio Infantry ap-
proached the mouth of Coal River with 1,200 Union troops and one
piece of heavy artillery, expecting the support of 1,800 additional
men. Learning of this approach, Patton returned to Scary Creek with
800 men and two cannon. The opposing forces met in a narrow
valley at the junction of Scary Creek and the Kanawha River.

One small

_ Fighting began early in the afternoon and about 5 o’clock p.m.,
panic broke out in the Confederate ranks. Patton dashed on horse-
back to rally his men and while getting most of the men back in the
ranks received a bullet in his left shoulder, which took him off the
ficld. With victory near at hand for the Union troops, Albert Jenkins
arrived with his Mounted Rangers and drove the Union troops from
the ﬁcld.. The Confederates lost three killed and several wounded,
and the Union lost fourteen killed and many more wounded.

Shonl{n af;tc}:d the 'battlc. General Wise received orders from
Wilhdraw from the Kanawha Valley as soon as ible
thes losing the advantage of the victory at Scx);ry Creek, S

In & letter 10 General Samuel Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector-

CGesersl of the Confederate Army, dat
W .. 8 : ed July 19, 1861, General
.":’ Mated :{:hml Patton is doing as well as having done nobly

arm 1 hope will not have to be amputated.”

"W Wy
u-m.".._,- 'W“'- A«
| m...m.t‘o{mwun.ma



Plaque at Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park, Nicholas County,
West Virginia.

ey Patteson’s bouse. Carnlfex FPerry Battleficld State Park.



Coroner Guorar 8, Parron

Hefore the battle Colonel Patton was united briefly wit
family in Charleston, the last time they were to be toget
Charleston, |

Battle of Carnifex Ferry

At the battle of Carnifex Ferry, and for a while afterwards,
22nd Regiment was under command of Colonel Tompkins, The
regiment ways shifted back and forth between Generals Wise and
Floyd before the battle; this shifting was one small issue in the bitter
ivalry  between  the two  Southern generals, Colonel Tompkins
threatened to resign over this shifting of his command and this
ivalry had o marked effect on the conduct of the war in West

Virginia,

Patton’s troops were attached to General Floyd du the
fighting, although no mention of him was found the cial
reports of the battle, The battle will be discussed here briefly as it
was one of the most important battles fought in West Virginia during

the war,

The battle was fought on September 10, 1861 on the Henry
Patteson farm, one and one-hall miles from Carnifex Ferry. The
Union Army consisted of six and one-half regiments of Ohio
under General Rosecrans, and the Confederate forces consisted of
1,800 Virginia troops under General John B, Floyd.

General Rosecrans had marched from Clarksburg into Nicholas
County to destroy the Confederate Army and the Confederates had
du&stmns and concealed breastworks near Carnifex F to make
a determined stand there, The Union troops advanced unknowingly
against these strong works through dense woods and sustained heavy
losses. On the night of the 10th, with the battle seemingly won,
Ceneral Floyd abandoned his fortifications, crossed Gauley River
and retreated toward Lewisburg, The Union force lost 17 Killed
and 141 wounded and the Confederates lost none Killed and 20

wondoed
Action st Glles Court House and Lewisburg

l Al the Ttlloz.the(\mfmhnm “M
awinburg other important posts in southeast Virginia,
M(Mmm&mmmhﬁ

e




wWesT VIRGINIA HISTORY

o
B
RTINS
R TTIANEE 3

o"fff
TN

w‘:#' - )
clf

I

LT, b
Trrtitel

¥

M

srr %

3 |
v U ER Y
NN
»

77,
’ (/)

t?—: "
.“‘s: )

e

il
A\ s
'\\\\\1"-"’
So. 0w

ﬂ.

{

.,

)
,{r“-

\
1
N7
7

Oy
W

\

»,

‘b‘ln
'fl' [ ]
il

1
A
I
Z
“
g v o

Y,

X
7
i
il

e

: “lmmum"":-:'

5 :
gl 1“2“\-&\ SO

7
({,;,
7

.....

ST -

Y By gens
AFFAIR AT

CARNIFEX FERRY,

The Continuous double lines
are Floyd's entrenchments.

ROSECRANS' FONCES ARE MARKED THUS:
A9th,10th.12th Ohlo, B.12th,28th,13th Ohjo,
C. Seammon's Prizado Moving up,

: D. Schneidor's Dattory in position,
{2t 8 %0 E. McMullin's Daltery Moving up.
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at the narrows, His wounds were not serious. He received consider-
in the reports of Heth and Colonel John MeCausland
sble potce ttlo, As 3 tovult, of iy action, the U:?:n

the ba forces were
Sf'lwv:n back into the Kanawha V;lleg and the key to the approach
(o the Virginin and Tennessee Railroad (Pearisburg) was in the
hands of the Confederates.

Thirteen days later, the 22nd participated in an attack
Lewisburg, Wclty Virginia, The force under the command ?i
General Heth consisted of 2,100 men, Union troops in Lewis
at this time were under the command of Colonel George Crook
consisted of the 36th and 44th Ohio chimcnu. 2nd West
Virginia Cavalry and a battery of mountain howitzers, Although
Hctﬂnhad equal strength to the Union, he was wvcrely defeated due
to panic among his troops and he retired back to his camp at the
narrows of New River. The losses were as follows: Union 14
killed, 60 wounded; Confederates—40 killed, 66 wounded, 100

captured.
Battle of Fayetteville

In the carly summer of 1862, General W. W, Loring was placed
in command of all Confederate forces in the middle region of West
Virginia, The force consisted of the 22nd, 36th, 45th, 50th, 51st,
S3rd, and 60th Virginia Regiments, the 26th and 30th Battalions,
Virginia Infantry, and Bryan's, Chapman’s, Lowry’s, Otey's, and
Stamp'’s Batteries, along with General A. G, Jenking's cavalry forces,
These forces were divided into three brigades, commanded respec-
tively by Generals John Echols, J. S. Williams, and Colonel G, C,
Wharton. Colonel Wharton's brigade consisted of the 22nd and

S1st Regiments, and Clarke’s battalion of sharpshooters,

Colonel J. A. Lightburn assumed command of the Union De-
partment of the Kanawha from General Cox, The Union troops in
the summer were deployed at Raleigh Court House, Fayetteville,
Summersville, Camp Ewing, ten miles cast of Gauley Bridge, and
sweveral places along the Kanawha River, Their headquarters was at
Gauley Bridge.

The Confederate Government directed General Loring to invade
the Kanawha Valley from the narrows of New River and to hold it
0 obtain the much needed salt from the valley. On September 6,
1862, he started his drive from the narrows,

Colonel Siber, Union commander at Raleigh Court House
withdrew his force 1o Fayetteville upon the advance of General
Loving and thus set up the battle of Fayetteville,

On the moming of September IO.CobmlWhmm'lw

e o attack the Union lines, but a guide took a
way and the enemy’s batteries were not in the position

which had been described  Two of the batteries, however, were well
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arranged as to command by a crossfire a cleared
m“f,"?agg”.,d.. ieftc: the hard ma.r'zl of two miles, over
P ugb't the Confederates w;r:h vegm exhau?ed.' gIt. was
; mand the cading from
Bk & post e égg-ly, to prevent the passing of the

Fayetteville to Momgomery's.t tioned to the right with a portion of
Colonel Patton was statl rd a part of the road. Before

enemy.
the 22nd, with long range guns to gua ar (

afed into a good position, the Union forces
e 0 R SO0 O chcrgl mo?c attacks were made but

attacked but were repulsed.

cach was repulsed. o
fighting continued until after sunset, but the Confederates
ootﬂdmk;gtl:o hgcadway. Early on the morning of the 11th, Colonel
Siber and his men retreated unopposed tov_vard Gauley _Bndge. At
nd, the 22nd moving to turn his left flank,

ill he made a sta .
St S 8 d across the Kanawha River and started

Union troops retreate
E;n tglo(l_‘lharleagon. The legend of the Conferedate brass cannon,

which was thrown over Cotton Hill originated at this time. An
expedition to find this cannon was formed in 1954 by the Charleston

Daily Mail but it was not found.

The 22nd continued to pursue the Union troops to Charleston,
where it supported the left of the battle line before the city and
participated in the battle which advanced to the Elk River where
the Union troops burned the bridge across the river.

Between September 6 and 16, the Confederates lost 18 killed
and 89 wounded, and the Union lost 25 killed and 95 wounded.

The 22nd lost one killed and 9 wounded.®
The Jones-Imboden Raid

The 22nd Regiment participated in the Jones-Imboden raid
from April 20, to May 14, 1863. This raid had as its purpose the
destruction of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the weakening
and destruction of Federal control in Central West Virginia, and to
pather homses, cattle, and recruits for the Confederate Army. The
w0 commanders—General Jones and General Imboden—made the
mastake of dividing their forces and their raid was largely ineffective.

In carly April, the 22nd was stationed at Lewisburg and on
April 13, was ordered 10 leave and combine with Imboden’s forces
o on the I18th. They marched up to Knapps Creek
h'iutlhu were left and the men carried their provisions

Sereon. This entire movement was done in complete secrecy.

o Jmboden leading one wing of the Confederate forces, he
Mwﬁu”‘w Beverly on the 24th, Buckhannon on the
owang ““'”"'O'Hl‘ﬂh.bmowdmd“fm
2 g aad Summervville ue of a concentration of
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ion forces in the area. On the 13th, he met General Sum-
,l,{ﬂ:?vme. and from there they retired back to the Greeim“t\f
The raid lasted 37 days, moving more than 400 miles over bad roads.
and for a part of the time, on half rations. Confederate casualties
for the entire operation were only 2 killed and 14 captured.

Although putting a scare into the Union forces in Northe
and Central West Virginia, the raid was largely ineffective due ?;
splitting up of the Confederate forces.

Battle of White Sulphur Springs

General Averell set out from Winchester on August Sth for
the purpose of making a raid into the Greenbrier Valley and of
reaching the Virginia Tennessee Railroad. Colonel Patton was in
command of the 1st Brigade and he moved up by Anthony’s Creek
between Huntersville and Warm Spring to intercept Averell. Patton
had the 22nd and 45th Virginia Infantry Regiment, the 23rd and
26th Battalions of Virginia Infantry, the 8th Virginia Cavalry Regi-
ment, the 37th Virginia Battalion, and Chapman’s Battery. General
Averell with 4,000 men had under his command the 16th Illinois
Cavalry, Company C, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, the 3rd West
Virginia Cavalry, detachments of the 2nd and 3rd West Virginia
Mounted Infantry, and two West Virginia batteries of six guns.

Going toward Staunton on August 26, from the west, General
Averell suddenly turned back and unexpectedly encountered Patton
a few miles east of White Sulphur Springs at Rocky Gap. The fight
lasted from early in the morning of the 26th until about noon on
the 27th, when the Union forces drew off, blocking the roads behind
them and rendering rapid pursuit impossible. Union losses were
about 218 men while the Confederate losses were 156 men. Patton’s
Brigade suffered 20 killed, 129 wounded, and 13 missing. The
22nd lost 9 killed, 60 wounded, and 10 missing.

General Samuel Jones reported on August 27th the following
passage in his General Orders No. 37: *“No one can regard it as
mvidious distinction to mention particularly the commander of the
Ist Brigade—Colonel G. S. Patton. He exhibited admirable judg-
ment in placing his troops in action, and his gallantry was conspicuous

throughout the day.™

Battle of Droop Mountain

In the fall of 1863, the Confederate troops under General John
Echols controlled the entire Greenbrier Valley (a distance of 170
miles ). Colonel Patton at this time had taken over command of the
It Infantry Brigade consisting of his own 22nd Regiment (taken
over by Major R. A. Bailey), and the 23rd Virginia Battalion.

B v B oL D
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BA‘I‘TLE FIBLD *&"
DROOP MOUNTAIN .;::-; -

Drawn from al Survey .,,3’4' },’ﬂu-’-

-'I/...” dipd 34
'h:‘”' ‘&’)

From Official Records-Atlas

This was a decisive battle and was a Confederate defeat. After
the battle the Confederates were never able to seriously threaten West
Virginia. Union troops under General W. W. Averell departed from
Beverly the first week in November to raid the Greenbrier Valley,
while another force left Charleston, heading cast. General Echols
ook his force to the crest of Droop Mountain in Pocahontas County
and fortified it. His force also included the 14th, 16th, 19th, and
20th Virginia Cavalry, Chapman's, Jackson’s and Lurly’s batteries.
Ihe 220d was deployed along the road by the Greenbrier River.

The battle commenced on November 6 and by 3 o'clock the
Confederates had been driven from the crest, and by 4 o'clock the
uuupn were in full retreat.  Colonel Patton’s Brigade bore the

Brunt of the fighting. Echols with his entire army retreated intact
and was not pfum’ by the Union troops. With sides having
searly equal strength (1,200 men) the casualties were quite heavy.
The Comfederates suffered 275 casualties, while the Union forces

m-l:: Patton’s 22nd Regiment suffered 113 casualties out

mdh( m’mc:mw
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or-General Samuel Jones. His headquarters was

makj County, Virginia. Colonel Patton’s 22nd Re in D:lb&,’
part of General Echols’s Brigade which also includem 23rd
and 26th Virginia Battalions. General Breckinridge's command was
laced under General Early. and saw considerable action in Early's
Ehcnnndoah an}ey Campaign, apd some service with Lee fa

Grant in the Wilderness Campaign. Echols’s brigade entered the
Shenandoah Campaign in May, 1864, with 2,150 men and by
September the brigade was down to about 275 men present for duty.

Patton’s part in the battle of New Market was noteworthy. He
played a major role in the battle which resulted in a Confederate

victory.

In carly May, 1864, General Franz Sigel of the Union Army
invaded the Shenandoah Valley from Martinsburg, driving towards
Staunton. His invasion was a measure to harass the left flank of
Lee’s forces. On May 5, Breckinridge was ordered by Lee to advance
to Staunton to protect his flank. The two forces met in the vicinity
of New Market, Virginia, on May 15, and fought the battle that
ended in defeat for the Union forces. The 22nd had approximately
550 men present at the battle and they took part in lﬁe desperate
charge against the Union center which caused them to retreat.

At the battle of Cold Harbor in early June, Patton, who had
taken over Echols’s Brigade, was attached to Lee's forces in the
Wilderness. In a letter written to General Breckinridge from Cold
Harbor on June 1, Patton stated:'®

General: Hearing from the left that General Finegan was ready
to move his skirmishers, 1 charged with mine to the rifle pits in my
front connecting with General Wharton's left, capturing 12 or 15
prisoners. My skirmishers were there subjected to a heavy fire from
the left flank, and were driven in. After mine had come in I re-
ceived a note from General Finegan which is inclosed. My skirmish-
ers cannot (sic) unless the enemy are dispossessed in General Fine-
gan's front. Shall I repeat the experiment without General Finegan's
co-operation?

No report was found of the 22nd’s losses at Cold Harbor, but
it can be assumed that they were high, as this was one of the blood-
st battles of the war,

After Cold Harbor, Patton’s Brigade was transferred back to
Farly's command in the Shenandoah Valley, and took part in the
aid In Maryland that threatened Washington. At the third battle
of Winchester on September 19, Patton was to fight his last battle
and 10 die a gallant soldier,

Cenersl Sheridan had 40.000 men to resist the 12,000 men of
Farly's command st the battle. The battle lasted all day and in the
oveming. the Confederate left was turned and they fled the

al L PR W T
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«treets of the town. Patton halted his horse in a narrow street and

: his troops to turn back. As he stood up waving his sword,
;g":'(:’nsmsh:)st andpkillcd. This happened just before he was to be

promoted to Brigadier-General.
In the inspection report of Patton’s Brigade by Wood Bouldin,

Jr. on September 29, he stated:" “Colonel George S. Patton,
commanding the brigade, an officer of highest gallantry and standi
and a gentleman irreproachable in character, was left in the hands

of the enemy mortally wounded!”
Thus ended the career of one of the little known but most fear-

less, gallant soldiers of the South. Although he fought in only a few
major battles of the war, his devotion for the Lost Cause lasted

until the end, and his famous grandson, General George S. Patton, Jr.
inherited the same qualities which drove him forward to victories

in the Second World War.



